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SHEPPARD AIR FORCE BASE, Texas – Sheppard will celebrate 100 years of flight Dec. 17 with a flyby of four T-37s and T-38s over the 82nd Training Wing headquarters building at the exact time the first powered flight occurred in Kitty Hawk, N.C.

After the 9:35 a.m. flyby, a cake cutting and awards ceremony is scheduled to commemorate the Wright brothers on their momentous achievement as well as the history of flight and U.S. air power.

The Wright brothers’ first flight of the Wright Flyer lasted only 12 seconds.  In 1907 Wilbur Wright offered the U.S. government an airplane capable of carrying two people for $25,000.  Military aviation pioneers worked with the Wright brothers to develop the proud heritage of air power recognized by these events.
The Centennial of Flight Celebration shows the universality of the Wright brothers’ achievement.  Members of NATO nations that participate in the Euro-NATO Joint Jet Pilot Training will serve as wingmen during the flyover and the youngest airman at Sheppard and the most senior retiree at the ceremony will cut the cake together.

The event will be closed to the public, but open to the media.  The flyby ceremony will begin at 9:15 a.m., so media arrival should be no later than 9:00 a.m.
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