[image: image1.emf]
Headquarters, Air Education and Training Command

Office of Public Affairs
Phone:  (210) 652-3946

100 H Street, Suite 3
Fax:  (210) 652-2027

Randolph AFB, Texas 78150-4330
http://www.aetc.randolph.af.mil/pa/

Release Number:  04-02-01

Date:  February 10, 2004

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

T-38A ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION COMPLETE


RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas – The Air Force has completed its investigation of the Oct. 14, 2003 T-38A crash at Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas.


The accident investigation board could not determine a mishap cause by clear and convincing evidence. However, there was substantial evidence supporting that the inexperience of the student pilot and improper transfer of aircraft controls between the student and instructor contributed to the accident.

The instructor pilot, Maj. Jeffrey S. Klein, and the student pilot, 1st Lt. Aaron B. Brown, both assigned to the 80th Operational Support Squadron, Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas, ejected safely after experiencing a series of uncontrolled rolls, immediately following liftoff.

Due to inexperience, the student most likely over-controlled the roll of the aircraft in response to an aerodynamic disturbance immediately after takeoff. The over-controlling likely continued until the instructor came on the controls and stated, “I have the aircraft.”  The instructor neutralized the stick but never confirmed that the student relinquished control, leading to a situation where both pilots were on the controls, neither aware of the other. The aircraft continued rolling and the instructor perceived that the aircraft was not responding to his flight control inputs.  

Given the critical phase of flight and the perception that the aircraft was uncontrollable, the instructor commanded ejection. The aircraft was destroyed on impact.


The Accident Investigation Board was headed by Col. George J. Duda Jr., 12th Flying Training Wing vice commander, Randolph Air Force Base, Texas. 
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