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    SHEPPARD AIR FORCE BASE, Texas – Sheppard’s Heritage Center will open its doors to the public beginning Sat., March 13.  People not affiliated with the base will now be able to visit the Heritage Center during its hours of operation and reserve it for functions or group tours.

To get to the Heritage Center, people will enter through the Missile Road gate and show their drivers’ licenses for a security check.  They will then receive a pass to visit the Heritage Center.
Sheppard worked in conjunction with the community to open the Heritage Center during the air show in the summer of 2003.  Members of the community came together to form the Heritage Foundation, a non-profit organization, which provides support for this ongoing project.  The Heritage Center houses three exhibit halls, a conference room, theater, gathering room and a kitchen for catering.
The Heritage Center was designed with partnership in mind.  It displays aviation history from the base as well as the community.  The building itself, commonly known as the Little Adobe, was the first municipal airport in Wichita Falls and is now a Texas Historic Landmark.  Inside the building are the original ticket windows people would use as well as Fulcher Armstrong’s, the first airport manager, office.
The Heritage Center’s hours of operation are Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  To reserve the Center for functions, call 676-2787.   
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