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Colonel H.D. Polumbo, Jr., is Commander of the 80th Flying Training Wing, Air Education and Training Command, Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas.  The 80th Flying Training Wing conducts the Euro-NATO Joint Jet Pilot Training Program, the world's only internationally manned and managed undergraduate pilot training program.  Thirteen NATO nations participate:  Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Germany, Greece, Italy, The Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States.

The colonel was commissioned in 1981 through the US Air Force Academy.  He has served in a variety of positions including instructor pilot, flight examiner and flight commander, operations officer, squadron commander and group commander.  He has two tours of duty in the Pacific and two in Europe, where he served on the staff in Headquarters Allied Air Forces Northwestern Europe.  He is a command pilot with more than 3,000 flying hours in all blocks of the Lockheed Martin F-16 Fighting Falcon.

EDUCATION:

1981
Bachelor of Science Degree in Engineering Sciences, US Air Force Academy, Colorado 


Springs, Colorado

1984
Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama

1987
US Air Force Fighter Weapons School, Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada

1992
Master of Science Degree in Aeronautical Science Technology, Embry-Riddle University, Florida

1994
Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama

1994
Armed Forces Staff College, Joint Phase II, Norfolk Naval Base, Virginia

2000   
National Defense Fellow (senior service school), Institute for the Study of Diplomacy, Georgetown

University, Washington, D.C.

2001
German/US Senior Seminar

ASSIGNMENTS:

Jun 1981 - Jun 1982
Student Pilot, Williams Air Force Base, Arizona

Aug 1982 - Oct 1982
Student, lead-in fighter training, Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexico

Nov 1982 - Jun 1983
Student, F-16 flying training, 63d Tactical Fighter Training Squadron, MacDill 


Air Force Base, Florida

Jun 1983 - Aug 1985
F-16 Pilot and Instructor Pilot, 428th Tactical Fighter Squadron, Nellis Air Force 


Base, Nevada

Aug 1985 - Nov 1988
Instructor Pilot and Scheduler, F-16 Replacement Training Unit, 61st Tactical


Fighter Training Squadron, MacDill Air Force Base, Florida

Jan 1987 - Jun 1987
Student, US Air Force Fighter Weapons School F-16 Division, Nellis Air Force 


Base, Nevada

Jan 1989 - Dec 1989
Weapons and Tactics Officer, 36th Tactical Fighter Squadron, Osan Air Base, 


Korea

Jan 1990 - Aug 1993
Instructor Pilot, Flight Commander and Assistant Operations Officer, US Air 


Force Fighter Weapons School F-16 Division, Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada

Aug 1993 - May 1994
Student, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama

May 1994 - Jul 1994
Student, Armed Forces Staff College (intermediate service school), Joint 


Phase II Course, Norfolk Naval Base, Virginia

Jul 1994 - May 1996
Staff Officer Policy, Allied Air Forces Northwestern Europe, NATO, Royal Air 


Force Base High Wycombe, United Kingdom

Jun 1996 - Jun 1997
Operations Officer, 36th Fighter Squadron, Osan Air Base, Korea

Jul 1997 - Jun 1999
Commander, 51st Operations Support Squadron, Osan Air Base, Korea

Jul 1999 - Jun 2000
National Defense Fellow (senior service school), Georgetown University,


Washington, D.C.

Jun 2000 - Aug 2001
Air Staff Foreign Liaison Division Chief, Office of the Assistant Vice Chief of 


Staff, US Air Force, Headquarters, Washington, D.C.

Aug 2001 - Aug 2003
Commander, 52d Operations Group, Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany

Aug 2003 - present
Commander, 80th Flying Training Wing, Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas

FLIGHT INFORMATION:

Rating:  Command pilot

Flight hours:  More than 3,000

Aircraft flown:  F-16A/B/C/D, T-38 and T-37

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:
Legion of Merit

Defense Meritorious Service Medal

Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters

Aerial Achievement Medal

Air Force Commendation Medal

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:
Second Lieutenant 
May 1981

First Lieutenant
 May 1983

Captain 
May 1985

Major 
Oct 1993

Lieutenant Colonel 
Jan 1997

Colonel 
Apr 2001
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